
  
 

 
Judy Feder is Professor and Dean of the Georgetown Public Policy Institute.  She is one of 
the nation's leaders in health policy--most particularly, in efforts to understand and improve 
the nation's health insurance system.  A widely published scholar, her three decades of 
policy research began at the Brookings Institution, continued at the Urban Institute, and, 
since 1984, has flourished at Georgetown University.  Her expertise on the uninsured, 
Medicare, Medicaid, and long-term care is regularly drawn upon by members of Congress, 
Executive officials, and the national media. 
 
Feder has also held leadership policy positions, both in the Congress and in the Executive 
Branch.  As staff director of the congressional Pepper Commission (chaired by Senator 
John D. Rockefeller IV), Feder is widely credited with setting the stage for the health reform 
debate of the 1990s.  She became a key actor in that debate, as a senior official in the 
Clinton Administration.  In her three years as Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary at Health 
and Human Services, Feder helped shape the Administration's health care policy, working 
intensively with members of Congress and with the national media to promote the 
expansion of health care coverage.  
 
Feder today pursues her policy leadership first and foremost by educating future policy 
leaders at Georgetown’s Public Policy Institute.   She continues her research as co-
director (with Sheila Burke) of the Georgetown University Long-term Care Financing 
Project and as senior advisor to the Kaiser Family Foundation’s Commission on 
Medicaid and the Uninsured and a member of the Commonwealth Task Force on the 
Uninsured.   
 
Feder is past-President and board member of AcademyHealth; a Policy Council Member of 
the Academy of Public Policy and management; an elected member of the Institute of 
Medicine, the National Academy of Public Administration and the National Academy of 
Social Insurance.   

 
Feder is a political scientist, with a B.A. from Brandeis University (1968) and a 

Master's (1970) and Ph.D. (1977) from Harvard University.  
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Professional Background: 
 
1/99 to Present Professor and Dean, Georgetown Public Policy Institute, Georgetown University   
 
9/95 to 12/98  Research Professor of Public Policy, Georgetown University 
 
1/93 to 9/95  Acting Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation, DHHS 

Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation, DHHS 
 

11/92 to 1/93  Health Care Director, President-Elect Clinton=s Transition Team 
 
1984 to 11/92  Co-Director, Center for Health Policy Studies, Georgetown University School of 

Medicine 
 
1989 to 1991  Staff Director, Pepper Commission (U.S. Bipartisan Commission on 

Comprehensive Health Care), U.S. Congress  
                      
1977 to 1984  Senior Research Associate, The Urban Institute 
 
1976 to 1977  Service Fellow, National Center for Health Services Research, Department of 

Health, Education and Welfare 
 
1975 to 1976  Health Policy Analyst, Government Research Corporation, Wash., D.C. 
 
1974 to 1975  Research Associate, Spectrum Research, Inc., Denver, Colorado 
 
1972 to 1973  Research Fellow, Brookings Institution 
 
 
Books: 

 
Medicaid Financing Crisis:  Balancing Responsibilities, Priorities, and Dollars, Diane Rowland, 
Judith Feder, and Alina Salganicoff, eds.  Washington, D.C.:  AAAS Press, 1993. 
 
Insuring the Nation=s Health:  Market Competition, Catastrophic and Comprehensive 
Approaches, Judith Feder, Jack Hadley and John Holahan.  Washington, D.C.:  The Urban 
Institute, 1981.  
 
National Health Insurance:  Conflicting Goals and Policy Choices, Judith Feder, John Holahan 
and Theodore Marmor, eds.  Washington, D.C.:  The Urban Institute, March 1980. 
 
Financing Health Care for the Elderly:  Medicare, Medicaid, and Private Health Insurance, 
Judith Feder, John Holahan.  Washington, D.C.:  The Urban Institute, 1979. 
 
Medicare:  The Politics of Federal Hospital Insurance, Judith Feder.  Lexington, MA: Heath, 
Washington, D.C. 1977. 
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Articles and Book Chapters: 
 
Judith Feder and Larry Levitt, “Why Truth Matters: The Role of Health Statistics in Health 
Policy,” chapter in Health Statistics in the 21st Century:  Implications for Health Policy and 
Practice, Oxford University Press, in press. 
 
Judith Feder and Carol Levine, “Explaining the Paradox of Long-Term Care Policy: An Example 
of Dissonant Cultures,” chapter in Carol Levine and Thomas H. Murray, The Cultures of 
Caregiving, Johns Hopkins University Press, 2004. 
 
Judith Feder, “Why Truth Matters: Research V. Policy in the Health Policy Debate, Health 
Services Research, Volume 38, Number 3, pp. 783-787, June 2003. 
 
Judith Feder, “Perspective on the Politics of Long-term Care,” in David Blumenthal, et al., Long-
term Care and Medicare Policy: Can We Improve the Continuity of Care?, National Academy of 
Social Insurance, Washington, D.C., 2003. 
 
Judith Feder, “Long-term Care: A Public Responsibility,” Health Affairs, Volume 20, no. 6, pp. 
112-113, November/December 2001. 
 
Judith Feder, Cori Uccello, and Ellen O’Brien, “The Difference Different Approaches Make”  
Comparing Proposals to Expand Health Insurance,”  chapter in Charlene Harrington and Carroll 
L. Estes, eds., Health Policy, Third Edition, Jones and Bartlett Publishers, 2001. 
 
 
AChildren=s Health Insurance: The Difference Policy Choices Make,@ John Holahan, Cori 
Uccello, Judith Feder, and Johnny Kim.  Inquiry, Vol.  37, No. 1, pp.7-22, Spring 2000. 
 
ALong-Term care in the United States,@ Judith Feder, Harriet L. Komisar, and Marlene Niefeld.  
Health Affairs, Vol. 19, No. 3, pp.40-56, May/June 2000. 
 
ASaving Medicare from its Saviors,@ Judith Feder and Marilyn Moon.  The American Prospect, 
May-June 1999. 
 
AWhy We Need a Patients= Bill of Rights,@ Richard Sorian and Judith Feder. Journal of Health 
Politics, Policy and Law, Vol. 24, No. 5, pp.1137-1144, October 1999. 
 
Generations: Managed Care and Older People: Issues and Experience, eds, Judith Feder and 
Marilyn Moon, Vol. 22, No. 2, pp. 6-10, Summer 1998. 
 
AManaged Care for Low-Income Elderly People,@ Diane Rowland, Judith Feder and Patricia 
Seliger Keenan.  Generations, Vol. 22, No. 2, pp. 43-50, Summer 1998. 
 
AManaged Care for Elderly People With Disabilities and Chronic Conditions,@ Robert B. 
Friedland and Judith Feder.  Generations, Vol. 22, No. 2, pp. 51-57, Summer 1998. 
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AUninsured in America: The Causes and Consequences.@  Diane Rowland, Judith Feder and 
Patricia Seliger Keenan, Chapter 2 in The Future U.S. HealthCare System: Who Will Care For 
the Poor and Uninsured?  Stuart H. Altman, Uwe E. Reinhardt and Alexandra E. Shields, eds. 
Illinois: Health Administration Press, 1998. 
 
AMedicare Spending for Elderly Beneficiaries Who Need Long Term Care,@ Harriet Komisar, 
Janet Hunt-McCool and Judith Feder.  Inquiry, Vol. 34, No. 4, pp. 302-310, Winter 1997/98. 
 
APublic Policy Issues in Nonprofit Conversions: An Overview,@ Gary Claxton, Judith Feder, 
David Shactman, and Stuart Altman.  Health Affairs, Vol. 16, No. 2, pp. 9-28, March-April 1997. 
 
AMedicaid and Long-Term Care for the Elderly: Implications of Restructuring,@ Judith Feder, 
Jeanne Lambrew, and Michelle Huckaby.  The Milbank Quarterly, Vol. 75, No. 4, pp. 425-459, 
1997. 
 
AWhy Medicare Matters to People Who Need Long-Term Care,@ Judith Feder and Jeanne 
Lambrew.  Health Care Financing Review, Vol. 18, No. 2, pp. 99-112, Winter 1996. 
 
ASteps Toward Universal Coverage,@ Judith Feder and Larry Levitt.   Health Affairs, Vol. 14, No. 
1, pp.140-150, Spring 1995.  Also in The Problem That Won=t Go Away, Henry J. Aaron, eds. 
The Brookings Institution, pp. 225-236, 1996. 
 
AOpinion:  Thoughts on the Future of Medicare,@ Judith Feder.  Inquiry, Vol. 32, No. 4, pp. 376-
379 Winter 1995-96. 
 
AHelping Oneself by Helping Others: Evaluation of a Service Credit Banking Demonstration,@ 
Judith Feder, Julia Howard, and William Scanlon.  Journal of Aging and Social Policy, Vol. 4, 
No. 3/4, pp. 111-138, 1992. 
 
AGovernment,@ Judith Feder and Diane Rowland.  Journal of the American Medical Association, 
Vol. 268, No. 3, pp. 362-364, July 15, 1992. 
 
AThe Pepper Commission=s Proposals,@ Judith Feder.  Social Insurance Issues for the Nineties, 
Paul N. VanDeWater, ed. Washington, D.C.;  Proceedings of the Third Conference of the 
National Academy of Social Insurance. 1992.  
 
ASupportive Services in Senior Housing: Preliminary Evidence on Feasibility and Impact,@ Judith  
Feder, William Scanlon and Julia Howard. Generations, Vol. 16, No. 2, pp. 61-63, Spring 1992.   
 
ASecond Thoughts About Becoming a Physician: Evidence From a Survey of Young 
Physicians,@ Jack Hadley, Joel Cantor, Richard Wilke, Judith Feder and Alan Cohen.  Academic 
Medicine, Vol. 67, No. 3, pp. 180-190, March 1992. 
 
APaying for Home Care: The Limits of Current Programs,@ Judith Feder.  Chapter 2 in Financing 
Home Care, Diane Rowland and Barbara Lyons, eds. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University 
Press, 1991. 
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AComparison of Uninsured and Privately Insured Hospital Patients,@ Jack Hadley, Earl Steinberg 
and Judith Feder.  Journal of the American Medical Association, Vol. 265, pp. 374-379, 
January, 1991. 
 
AHealth Care of the Disadvantaged:  The Elderly,@ Judith Feder.  Journal of Health Politics, 
Policy and Law, Vol. 15, No. 2, pp. 259-269, Summer 1990. 
 
AProfits and Fiscal Pressure in the Prospective Payment System:  Their Impacts on Hospitals,@ 
Jack Hadley, Stephen Zuckerman and Judith Feder.  Inquiry, Vol. 26, No. 3, pp. 354-365, Fall 
1989. 
 
AProblems and Prospects in Financing Long-Term Care,@ Judith Feder and William Scanlon.  
Chapter 4 in Care and Cost:  Current Issues in Health Policy, Kenneth McLennan and Jack A. 
Meyer, eds., Committee for Economic Development, San Francisco:  Westview Press, 1989. 
 
AMedicare Reform: Nibbling at Catastrophic Costs,@ Judith Feder, Marilyn Moon and William 
Scanlon.  Health Affairs, Vol. 6, No. 4, pp. 5-19, Winter 1987. 
 
AHow Did Medicare=s Prospective Payment System Affect Hospitals?@ Judith Feder, Jack 
Hadley and Stephen Zuckerman.  New England Journal of Medicine, Vol. 317, No. 14, pp.867-
873, 1987. 
AA Threat or a Promise:  Acquisition of Teaching Hospitals by Investor-Owned Chains,@ Judith 
Feder and Jack Hadley.  Journal of Health Politics, Policy and Law, Vol. 12, No. 2, pp. 325-342, 
Summer 1987. 
 
AJuggling Goals in Nursing Home Reimbursement Policy,@ Judith Feder and William Scanlon.  In 
Affording Access to Quality Care:  Strategies for State Medicaid Cost Management, Richard 
Curtis and Ian Hill, eds., National Governors= Association Center for Policy Research and 
Analysis, pp. 31-46, July 1986. 
 
AChronic Mental Patients in Nursing Homes:  Re-examining Data From the National Nursing 
Home Survey,@ Howard Goldman, Judith Feder and William Scanlon.  Hospital and Community 
Psychiatry, Vol. 37, No. 3, pp. 269-272, March 1986. 
 
AHospital Cost Shifting and Care for the Uninsured,@ Jack Hadley and Judith Feder.  Health 
Affairs, Vol. 4, No. 3, pp. 67-80, Fall 1985. 
 
AThe Economically Unattractive Patient:  Who Cares?@ Judith Feder and Jack Hadley.  Bulletin 
of the New York Academy of Medicine, Vol. 61, No. 1, pp. 60-74, January-February 1985. 
 
AFalling Through the Cracks: Poverty, Insurance Coverage, and Hospital Care for the Poor, 
1980 and 1982,@ Judith Feder, Jack Hadley and Ross Mullner.  Milbank Memorial Fund 
Quarterly/Health and Society, Vol. 62, No. 4, pp. 544-566, Fall 1984. 
   
ATroubled Hospitals:  Poor Patients or Management,@ Jack Hadley and Judith Feder.  Business 
and Health, Vol. 1, No. 9, pp. 15-19, September 1984. 
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ACan Urban Hospitals Afford Care for the Poor,@ Judith Feder, Jack Hadley and Ross Mullner.  
Urban Health, Vol. 13, No. 1, pp. 42-43, 49, January/February 1984. 
 
AThe Long-Term Care Market Place:  An Overview,@ Judith Feder and William Scanlon.  
Healthcare Financial Management, Vol. 38, No. 1, pp. 18-36, January 1984. 
 
APoor People and Poor Hospitals:  Implications for Public Policy,@ Judith Feder, Jack Hadley 
and Ross Mullner.  Journal of Health Politics, Policy and Law, Vol. 9, No. 2, pp.237-250, 
Summer 1984. 
 
AFinancing Long-Term Care,@ Judith Feder and John Holahan.  National Journal, June 4, 1983. 
 
AEffects of Changing Federal Health Policies on the General Public, the Aged, and Disabled,@ 
Judith Feder.  Bulletin of the New York Academy of Medicine, Vol. 59, No. 1, pp. 41-49, 
January-February 1983. 
 
AThe Underused Benefit:  Medicare=s Coverage of Nursing Home Care,@ Judith Feder and 
William Scanlon.  Milbank Memorial Fund Quarterly/Health and Society, Vol. 60, No. 4, pp. 604-
632, Fall 1982. 
 
AThe Financially Distressed Hospital,@ Judith Feder, Jack Hadley and Ross Mullner.  New 
England Journal of Medicine, Vol. 307, No. 20, pp. 1283-1287, November 11, 1982. 
 
AMedicare=s Nursing Home Benefit:  Variations in Interpretation,@ Helen Smits, Judith Feder and 
William Scanlon.  New England Journal of Medicine, Vol. 307, No. 14, pp. 855-862, September 
30, 1982. 
 
AHealth,@ Judith Feder, John Holahan, Randall Bovbjerg, and Jack Hadley.  In The Reagan 
Experiment, John Palmer and Belle Sawhill, eds.  Washington, D.C.:  The Urban Institute, 1982. 
 
AA Cure for Cancer Insurance,@ Judith Feder and Randall Bovbjerg.  American Journal of Policy 
Analysis and Management, Vol. 1, No. 1, Fall 1981. 
 
ARegulating the Bed Supply in Nursing Homes,@ Judith Feder and William Scanlon.  Milbank 
Memorial Fund Quarterly/Health and Society, Vol. 58, No. 1, pp. 54-88, Winter 1980. 
 
AMedicaid and Public Policy,@ Judith Feder, John Holahan and William Scanlon.  Generations, 
Vol. 4, May 1980. 
 
AAdministrative Choices for National Health Insurance,@ Judith Feder and John Holahan.  In 
National Health Insurance:  Conflicting Goals and Policy Choices, Judith Feder, John Holahan, 
and Theodore Marmor, eds. Washington, D.C.:  The Urban Institute, March 1980. 
 
AThe Shortage of Nursing Home Beds,@ Judith Feder and William Scanlon.  Journal of Health 
Politics, Policy and Law, Vol. 4, No. 4, Winter 1980. 
 
AThe Politics of Hospital Payment,@ Judith Feder and Bruce Spitz.  Journal of Health Politics, 
Policy and Law, Vol. 4, No. 3, pp. 435-463, Fall 1979. 
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AMedicare Implementation and the Policy Process,@ Judith Feder.  Journal of Health Politics, 
Policy and Law, Vol. 2, pp. 173-190, Summer 1977. 
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